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THE SEASIDE TOWN OF
SAINT-TROPEZ CONTINUES
TO ATTRACT THE
GLITTERATI AND VISITORS
KEEN TO SOAK UP THE SUN
AND THE GLAMOUR.
BY CARLI RATCLIFF

do you

sainttropez?
Left: Vintage Riva-class boats during the Riva Runabout Cup of July. Above: xx

ver since a 22-year-old Brigitte
Bardot sunbathed naked on
the sands of La Ponche beach
in Roger Vadim’s 1956 film,
And God Created Woman, the
pretty town of Saint-Tropez has been a hot
spot for the rich and famous. Its café-lined
sandy beaches, the Quai Jean-Jaures and its
super yachts, and the cobbled streets of the
old town have long made Saint-Tropez a
de rigueur-destination for the well heeled.
Prior to Bardot and the beach set,
Saint-Tropez was a haven for intellectuals
and artists. The town attracted the likes
of painter Paul Signac, who built a villa
here and whose love for the area inspired
others, including Pierre Bonnard, Henri
Matisse and Raoul Dufy, to visit. They painted Saint-Tropez’s pretty fishing coves and
the surrounding countryside. Today, their
works can be found in the Musée de l’Annonciade, on Place Georges Grammont.
Writers have also been drawn here.
Colette purchased a home on the Bay of
Canoubiers in 1925, so taken with the
area she wrote, ‘Nothing is like this Gulf,
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like its splendid surroundings, like its
greenery… What a climate... It’s a miracle!’
Canoubiers, known by locals as ‘The
Tropezians’ beach, takes its name from the
hemp once grown here for the manufacture of fishing ropes and nets.
Saint-Tropez started life as a fishing
port, and visitors are reminded of this legacy in the pretty fishermen’s houses that
line La Ponche. Legend has it that France’s
most famous seafood dish, bouillabaisse,
originated in Pointe de la Bouillabaisse,
concocted by villagers from fish they
couldn’t sell. The recipe moved along the
coast to Marseille, the town that made the
dish internationally famous, and came to
claim it as its own.
Restaurants throughout Saint-Tropez
serve bouillabaisse, along with other regional Provençal specialties. Crayfish, barbecued local fish and hearty Daube de Boeuf
are served at relaxed eateries including
L’Auberge de la Mole (Route Nationale 98,
83310 La Mole) and L’Auberge des Maures
(4 Rue Docteur Boutin, Siant Tropez). Rosé
is the wine of choice: locals recommend a

chilled bottle of Château Barbeyrolles from
the Sumeire family’s 12-hectare vineyard
at the foot of the nearby village of Gassin.

CENTRAL STAYS
As home to some of the most luxurious
properties in France, hotels in Saint-Tropez
are second to none. The fashionable Byblos
has maintained a reputation for fine
accommodation and service since opening
its doors in 1967. Guests enjoy the spacious
suites (some with a beautiful terrace),
Sisley day spa and the newly renovated
pool area. Byblos is the enduring choice for
the international jet set, as is its famous
nightclub, Les Caves du Roy, where champagne flows until morning. Les Caves bartenders are believed to serve more than
15,000 bottles of bubbles each season. The
property also features Alain Ducasse’s
Spoon restaurant, a must-visit destination
for foodies.
On the hill, the renowned Château Hotel
de la Messardière enjoys sweeping views
over the town and across the glittering
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Clockwise
from top:
Sun-drenched
specialties
of Provence;
counter-style
bar at Byblos;
outdoor heated
pool at the
Château Hotel de
la Messardière.

Photo: Hotel Byblos

Photo:: Château Hotel de la Messardiere.

Mediterranean. The property’s sprawling
gardens and luxurious light-filled suites,
combined with warm, faultless service,
attract visitors from all over the world.
www.messardiere.com
The luxurious Hotel de Paris, currently in
the final stages of a grand overhaul, is due to
reopen in summer 2012. www.hoteldeparis-sainttropez.com
Hotel Sezz is renowned for its understated
design by Christophe Pillet (a protégé of
Philippe Starck). Complete with Dom
Perignon champagne bar, Colette restaurant and a Payot day spa, it’s a place where
guests can enjoy fine dining and serious
pampering. www.hotelsezz-sainttropez.
com/uk
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SWISH STAYS NEARBY
Hôtel Benkiraï was designed by Patrick
Jouin, and features an excellent open-air
restaurant. www.hotel-benkirai.com
The staff at La Réserve de Ramatuelle
take pampering very seriously. Visitors can
take a wellness program that includes
relaxing, detoxifying and rejuvenating
treatments, in addition to expert fitness
guidance. Named Best New Hotel, 2011 at
Wallpaper magazine’s Design Awards, the
hilltop property includes a 1000-squaremeter spa, 20 rooms, eight suites and 11
exclusive villas. www.lareserve.ch
Kube Hotel, complete with a seaside garden and rooftop bars featuring the world’s
hottest DJs, is popular for visitors set on

partying. A mere 5-minute drive from the
centre of town, it has the feel of a seaside
retreat. www.kubehotel.com

EVENTS
With its legendary status as a French
Riviera destination, Saint-Tropez attracts
celebrities, people-watchers and culturati
alike, offering its visitors a diverse calendar
of year-round events.
The harbour is host to several famous
nautical events, from the Giraglia Rolex
Cup in June – when a flotilla of graceful yachts sets sail from Saint-Tropez to
Genoa – to the Les Voiles yacht races of
late September, when modern and traditional vessels participate in a series of races.
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Both cup events attract crews and spectators from around the world.
Tradition and culture also play a role
in the city’s events calendar. From 16 –
18 May each year, Tropezians celebrate
their patron saint in a 450-year-old festival,
Les Bravades. In 2012, visitors will also
notice some exotic influences, as the city
celebrates the Year of India with fashion
parades, art exhibitions, a film festival and
more.
Art and music takes the stage throughout
the year. Music festivals include the classical
music extravaganza Les Nuits du Château de
la Moutte, held in mid-July, and two piano
festivals: Spring Music Festival in April, and
Piano Festival in November.
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As one would imagine, film in SaintTropez embraces all things Brigitte Bardot,
but there are some more contemporary
offerings, too. For example, each October
the town hosts the Australian and New
Zealand Film Festival.
An unusual – but spectacular –
highlight of the city’s annual agenda is the
Festival Harley Davidson in May. Thousands
of Harley owners and admirers find each
other and share their passion during this
festival. The event ends with a parade of
Harleys, in countless styles and colours,
roaring through the streets of Saint-Tropez.
A similar – but somewhat more upmarket
– event is held by Porsche every October.
Taking the year to a close in Saint-
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Tropez is the International Polo Cup and
the Pan Dei Trophy of Golf, held each
October.
No matter what time of year you visit,
Place des Lices, behind the Quai Jean
Jaures, hosts the weekly markets (Tuesday
and Saturday), where you’ll find locals and
visitors alike browsing. Shopping baskets
full and stalls packed away, visitors retire
for a quayside lunch, and local gentlemen
begin a round of boules in the afternoon
sun.

›› FURTHER INFORMATION
Saint-Tropez Tourisme
www.ot-saint-tropez.com
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Clockwise from
main image:
Classical yachts
participating in
the Les Voiles
races; traditional
ﬁshing boats;
Saint-Tropez
port area.

The Beauty of Shea Butter
L’OCCITANE’s shea butter is known for its exceptionally high quality and ability to
deeply moisturise, protect and nourish skin.
This hand cream, enriched with 20% shea butter, honey and almond extracts, allows for a soft
beautifully-scented texture to rapidly absorb into your skin for maximum hydration.
The shea butter is sourced from fair trade cooperatives in Burkina Faso, fostering social, environmental
and economic stability in the community.

Fall in Love with our #1 Best Seller with our Gift to You…
Present this offer to your local L’OCCITANE Australian Boutique and receive a
complimentary hand massage.
For a limited time receive a FREE Shea Butter Hand Cream 30ml when you spend $50*.
Find your nearest store online au.loccitane.com
Facebook.com/LOccitaneAustralia
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*In one transaction. While stocks last. Not to be combined with any other promotion. One gift per customer. Offer available for Shea Butter Hand Cream 30ml only. Offer expires 30th June 2012. Offer available in Australian Boutiques only not available online. Photocopies not accepted
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